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The Lesser of Two Evils: A False Choice 

 

More often than not, there is an option that is overlooked. Sometimes time is of the essence 

and a quick decision must be made. Sometimes less plausible or less viable alternatives are instinctively 

ignored. Sometimes the process of critical thinking simply has not run its course. For whatever reason, 

though, the number of options is often reduced further than it should be. 

This is especially true of American politics. Here in the bastion of Western democracy, the 

plutocracy presents two choices to the people. Voters then go to the polls and opt for the lesser of two 

evils. I can attest to this first hand, as that is exactly what happened as I cast my vote - my first vote - for 

John Kerry in 2004. At the time, I felt like it was the right choice. I had done my research. I studied the 

important issues and where each candidate stood on them. I analyzed Senator Kerry's record, as well as 

President Bush's. And I made what I felt was an informed decision. I made a crucial mistake though - 

allowing the corporate subsidiary known as the political establishment to tell me who my choices were. 

The same can be said, I'm sure, for many millions of others involved in the political process. Over 

the past several decades, the two capitalist parties have all but perfected their practice of marginalizing 

independent candidates, thereby diminishing the already fragile excuse for American democracy. 

Too often, we get caught up in who we think can win rather than who we think is the best 

person for the job. Those two do not always coincide and when they don’t, we have historically 

surrendered ourselves to a false choice. Even enroute to achieving the cultural milestone of electing the 

first Black president, voters showed tepid support at first. Senator Obama, at best, received lukewarm 

backing from most people, including the Black community, until he proved his viability by winning the 

Iowa Caucuses. Once his description transitioned from the one who should win to the one who could 

win, then Mr. Obama’s support increased. His following grew even more when he became the candidate 

who likely would win. 

Why the variation in levels of support though – for Obama or any other candidate? What’s with 

the wait-and-see attitude toward potential elected officials? Why not engage in the process early on and 

simply back the person who’s best for the job? There are a whole host of answers, reasons, excuses. And  
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there is a rational rebuttal for every one of them. The bottom line is simply this – democracy is not a 

spectator sport. 

Democracy requires rigorous action by those who wish to enjoy it. Corporations are enjoying 

American democracy thoroughly, as their armies of lobbyists are working against your interests at this 

very moment. The moneyed-interests have mobilized and so must we. Instead of choosing from the 

options deemed viable by the two warmongering political parties and by the profit-driven media, we 

must inform ourselves of the third-party alternatives. And we must do so independently, without 

concern for electability. When courageous folks dare to challenge this decadent power structure by 

running for office on a progressive record and platform, We the People must support them. We have to 

acknowledge and appreciate their lack of comparable funding, as they do not receive the corporate cash 

bestowed upon Democrats and Republicans. Therefore, we have to assist their message by donating 

what we can – in time, money and energy. We must actively engage ourselves in electoral politics with 

the same enthusiasm that we apply to reality television and fantasy football. We have to educate 

ourselves on the process and the issues, choose a position on the issues, and then advocate those 

positions, in part, by working for the candidate who champions the same stance. It would do well for 

this nation’s future to have half a dozen choices for president in 2012. In order for that to happen 

though, it is imperative that we fully endorse those who stick their necks out for the people; brave souls 

such as Cynthia McKinney, Ralph Nader, Rosa Clemente and Matt Gonzalez. 

Of course, other reforms to the political system need to also be implemented; publicly funded 

campaigns, congressional term limits and abolishment of the electoral college – to name a few. Most 

importantly, though, we must retain our right and responsibility to think critically for ourselves. Not only 

is it necessary for a democracy to thrive, but independent thought is absolutely paramount to one’s 

personal freedom. Carter G. Woodson said that if you control a man’s mind you need not worry about 

his actions. There are many ways to force our capitalist-controlled government to worry about both our 

thoughts and our actions. One way in particular is to reject the false choice between the lesser of two 

evils. 
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Potential Partnership: Occupy Wall Street and the Tea Party 

 

The recent conservative fervor reached its peak during the midterm elections of 2010. The U.S. 

House of Representatives dramatically switched from Democratic control to Republican control. Given 

the entrenched one-party system that is American electoral politics, this ceremonial transfer of power 

means little in the grand scheme. What is significant though is the extent of the populist outrage that 

swept right-wing candidates into office. The misleading blame applied to food stamps, Medicare and 

unemployment insurance is evidence of the lies willfully consumed by too many people. For decades 

now, useful concepts – and oxymorons – such as government regulation have been vilified as the 

problem. Why those who seek to only maximize profits would object to such a thing is clear. The more 

money spent on adhering to environmental and human rights principles, the less money available for 

yachts and private helicopters. What makes no sense, though, is why such large masses of common folk 

echo the Reagan-era propaganda of Big Government being the beginning and end of the problem. The 

explanation can be found in one word – misinformation. 

Fortunately though, we have a beautiful opportunity to set the record straight. That is – in part – 

what the Occupy Wall Street campaign, is about – informing people. Thousands of Americans have 

taken to the streets to help educate their fellow citizens on the root of the economic crisis plaguing the 

richest nation in human history. These heroes are exposing the fact that it wasn’t too much regulation, 

but lack thereof that led to this current catastrophe. That public worker’ pensions are not too large, but 

that bonuses awarded to failing corporate executives are unwarranted. That the growing income 

inequality in the most prosperous nation on Earth is much more egregious than the national debt. That 

the solution involves strengthening the social safety net at the expense of the fortunate and well-to-do 

instead of on the backs of the economically disenfranchised.  

And the best part is that those who raised their voices a couple years ago against the corporate 

tyranny that has afflicted these United States for too long; those who remain unsettled about the 

financial institutions foreclosing on the homes of the very  tax-payers who funded their bailouts; those 

indignant about the government corruption that has crippled American democracy can all now – in the 

words of our president – take off their bedroom slippers, put on their work shoes and become part of an  
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overdue revolution. Notwithstanding the many contrasts made over the past couple weeks, the Tea 

Party and Occupy Wall Street are not bound in opposition. As the economic similarities trump any of the 

grossly exaggerated socio-political differences, there’s much untapped strength in combined numbers 

and impenetrable unity. 
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A Celebration of Life 

 

In 1969, a bloodless coup d'état led by a twenty-seven year old son of Bedouin nomads marked 

a new era in a key north African nation. A young lieutenant in the army replaced the ruling monarchy – 

which was beholden to the nation’s former colonizers – with one of the most direct democratic 

governments of the 20
th

 century. 

Western military installations were closed, further solidifying the nation’s sovereignty. Foreign 

oil companies, notorious for exploiting the country’s primary resource, were expelled. Oil was 

nationalized and revenues were spent improving the lives of common folk; building homes, schools and 

hospitals. Free access to education – domestic and abroad – was made available, as was free universal 

healthcare. The infant mortality rate plummeted and the literacy rate skyrocketed. The Great Man-

Made River and other humanitarian projects were financed. The nation’s wealth was shared with 

neighboring states, in part, by welcoming migrant workers from war-torn, poverty stricken countries in 

sub-Saharan Africa. 

The former military officer actively promoted the formation of an entity – the United States of 

Africa – through which political and economic power across the continent could be consolidated and 

utilized for the benefit of the people. The Brother Leader encouraged his fellow African heads of state to 

cease the exportation of raw materials to America and Europe. He suggested, instead, that states of the 

richest continent on the planet retain their resources for domestic development and production, 

thereby projecting greater economic authority on the world stage. And just as recently as early 2011, 

the Guide of the Revolution reiterated his proposal that African and Arab nations sell petroleum and 

other products based on a newly created gold dinar, as opposed to the plummeting petrodollar or the 

failing euro. 

Muammar Muhammad Abu Minyar al-Qaadafi led the Libyan revolution of 1969. He has since 

served as the Guide and Brother Leader of the Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, thriving 

for decades despite continuous attempts of sabotage and assassination by elements foreign and 

domestic. Today, though, marks Qaadafi’s martyrdom, as he was assassinated by US/NATO-backed  
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rebels, largely due to his aforementioned record of service. However, he and his legacy will not be soon 

forgotten. 

The widespread support he continues to garner stretches clear across the country. In fact, 

toward the beginning of the 2011 Libyan civil war, two million people – in a nation of six million – 

poured into the streets of the capital Tripoli to express their gratitude and admiration for their beloved 

leader. Through their enduring courage and resilience, which he himself embodied, Muammar Qaadafi 

lives. His fierce opposition to Western domination, as well as his good works on behalf of the African 

people spells Colonel Qaadafi’s world-shattering reputation, which will be celebrated by people of 

conscience for generations to come. 
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Democracy and Capitalism: Mortal Enemies 

 

No man is perfect. Therefore no man-made system is perfect. Everything designed by people is 

inherently imperfect. However, some of these man-made things are better than others. A major struggle 

throughout history has been between groups of people favoring opposite systems. That battle continues 

to this day. One such fight has been underway for the past couple of years in small southern European 

nation. 

The economic crisis in Greece has been seized upon by capitalists to attempt draconian austerity 

measures against the Greek people. And as expected, the people of Greece have taken issue with that. 

They seem to be well aware of that their social safety net did not cause the global financial meltdown 

and accordingly they refuse to shoulder the burden imposed upon them by the capitalists who control 

the euro zone. 

Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou recently shocked his fellow European heads of state 

by announcing a referendum on the latest European Union bailout/austerity package for his country. In 

light of this news, the global financial markets went into frenzy. The prime minister’s colleagues are 

upset, caught-off-guard and even feeling “betrayed.” Why? Because democracy and capitalism are 

mortal enemies. One cannot flourish in the presence of the other. Papandreou’s proposal is proof. 

Capitalism is designed to benefit a wealthy few while democracy is designed to benefit the masses. 

When the interests of the proletariat conflict with the interests of the plutocrats, we see the type of 

pandemonium that currently surrounds the Greek economic situation. 

The oligarchs that control European financial markets suspect that the working class people of 

Greece do not want unjust austerity measures inflicted upon them. And a key part of the democratic 

process – the popular vote – has given poor people in Greece the opportunity to vote down the EU-

imposed austerity plan.  

Amid pressure from the French president and German chancellor, Prime Minister Papandreou 

has since abandoned plans to hold the popular referendum. And of course, the financial markets 

responded pleasantly to this news. Further proving that in theory, democracy and capitalism are mortal 

enemies. And in practice, for capitalism to fail as democracy prevails is what I call a beautifulsituation™. 
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Dear Brother Tavis… 

 

I apologize. I apologize on behalf of myself and every other Black person who disregarded your 

attempts at holding presidential candidate Barack Obama accountable. 

Allow me to provide some personal background on the situation. I cast my first vote for 

president in 2004. After the election fraud on behalf of George W. Bush and the concession by John 

Kerry, I lost all hope in the American electoral political process. That is, until Barack Obama surfaced. 

Upon learning of his opposition to the Iraq occupation, I threw my support behind his candidacy. I 

agreed with Obama’s policy proposals on most major issues; immediate initiation of troop withdrawal in 

Iraq, a public option for healthcare, support of the Employee Free Choice Act, elimination of the Bush 

tax cuts for the wealthy, the closing of the prison at Guantanamo Bay and the list goes on. For these 

reasons, and others I strongly endorsed the candidacy of Barack Obama for president of these United 

States. 

I have since witnessed the polarity between the soaring rhetoric of Candidate Obama and the 

actions (and inaction) of President Obama. Therefore, while his success at promoting a progressive 

agenda remains ideal, my support for his administration has dissipated with each capitulation by the 

White House. One thing in particular that this entire situation speaks of is the value of voices like yours. 

As encouraged in The Covenant with Black America, you have seized ample opportunities to 

hold our elected officials accountable. And despite the cultural milestone and widespread emotions 

attached to the Obama presidency, you have made no exceptions with regard to holding Barack Obama 

accountable – from day one. The criticism you received from many Black folks was grossly unwarranted 

and extremely ironic, which makes your continuation of service to the Black community all the more 

admirable.  

Many Black people in America feel as if their concerns are not worthy of acknowledgment or 

action by the person whom they supported overwhelmingly for president. These same people tend to 

ignore the administration’s address of the concerns of other various groups. Issues raised by Wall Street, 

the LGBT community, auto workers and others have all – for better or for worse – been acknowledged 

and addressed. However, even though they are no longer mandated to do so, too many Black people  
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now willingly sit at the back of the bus – metaphorically speaking. For many years now, Mr. Smiley, you 

have rightly urged us not to do that. We number almost forty million strong in these United States. 

Upon establishing some unity, organization and mobilization, Black people in America can 

realize a political and economic force never before enjoyed by the Diaspora. What we cannot afford to 

do, however, is surrender our potential to soaring lip service and a friendly face. 

People such as me, who agreed with your efforts during the 2008 election season yet remained 

silent – for a supposed ‘greater good’ –, were wrong. We, as a people, must support those among us, 

brave enough to challenge power, speak truth and advocate on our behalf. You are definitely in that 

number, Mr. Smiley. Your disposition of bringing light to ignored issues and speaking truth to misused 

power, as well as your willingness to respect, protect and correct President Obama are all greatly 

appreciated. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ameoz Ben-Aharon 
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A Salute to the Traitor 

 

Treason to Empire is Loyalty to Humanity. It is crucial that this concept be understood, as it 

helps to explain and deter the fear that prevents many of us from living the definitions of ‘Christian’ and 

‘Muslim’. 

An empire is an extensive territory or enterprise under single domination and control. Authority 

and influence of said territory is gained by military force or economic hegemony. Benevolent concepts 

like independence, democracy, self-determination and cultural heritage unequivocally conflict with the 

basis of an empire.  

Manifesting the qualities and spirit of Jesus Christ – defines the term ‘Christian’. A ‘Muslim’ is, 

by definition, one who submits to the will of God. The identical nature of the two descriptions speaks 

directly toward the relationship between treason and empire, loyalty and humanity. 

The teachings of peace, forgiveness, respect and justice - that comprise both Christianity and 

Islam - has put both faiths in open opposition to empires throughout human history. For it is the duty of 

both Muslims and Christians to serve humanity. Unfortunately, the perversions of these faiths, and 

others, have undoubtedly misrepresented the character of most adherents. There has always been a 

small minority of demons that have skillfully flown under the banner of these great religions – usually 

for the well-being of empires. The historical record of the British, Spanish and Saudi Arabian 

governments provide ample evidence. 

Conversely there have always been those considered traitors to empire. People who refused to 

remain silent, who refuse to submit to bribery, blackmail or coercion – those who do not comply with 

the imperialists. These are folks whose actions embody the concept that treason to empire is loyalty to 

humanity. Along with the hurdle of ignorance, it has been fear of the empire’s wrath that imprisons the 

mind and spirit of so many potential difference-makers – people born to resist empire for the benefit of 

humanity. Exactly why we must salute the countless, nameless, courageous heroes and heroines that 

have made resistance their life’s work. More importantly, let us join them! 
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KONY 2012 

 

Kenya, Libya, Central African Republic, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, 

Seychelles, Ethiopia, Somalia. These are several African countries in which the American Empire is 

currently conducting military and intelligence operations. If Western policy makers have their way, this 

is only the beginning. The latest imperialist ploy to gain an increasing foothold in the Motherland has 

been under the cover of the recent State Department propaganda, ‘KONY2012’. 

Surely, the atrocities that Joseph Kony and the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) are alleged to have 

committed, are absolutely indefensible and must be opposed. The untold numbers of civilians afflicted 

by this reign of terror deserve justice, as well as the necessary medical and social rehabilitation required 

for a comprehensive healing. History teaches us, however, that this is not the totality of what Western 

powers intend. 

America’s recent record proves that foreign intervention is tied directly to the Empire’s interest 

in mineral wealth, in which the region in question is awash. Copper, gold, timber, uranium, diamonds, oil 

and cobalt are just a few of the vast natural resources found in Central Africa. Control of these resources 

is why the United States has suddenly found it necessary to contain, if not eliminate, the decades old 

LRA. In addition, what’s known as the ‘New Scramble for Africa’ – in which the world’s superpowers are 

vying for access to the richest continent on the planet – is well underway. 

While the intentions behind ‘KONY2012’ seem noble, the endgame of the U.S. government 

concerning Africa is anything but. If the aim is humanitarian assistance, then America would cease all 

funding to the Apartheid State of Israel, which violates the human rights Palestinians on a daily basis. If 

punishing a war criminal were the objective, then Dick Cheney, Tony Blair, Barack Obama, Nicholas 

Sarkozy and Donald Rumsfeld would all be in handcuffs. 

Though they are not, Joseph Kony soon might be. For the sake of Africa’s sovereignty, out of 

respect for Africa’s land, for the inalienable right of Africa’s people to determine their own destiny – the 

outcry for Kony’s capture must be immediately followed by equally loud calls for every foreign power, 

including America, to leave the continent. Otherwise, America and others violating the freedoms of 

Africans will have proven themselves no better than Joseph Kony. 
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The Effects and Demands of Imperialism 

 

Domination of foreign territory – usually by way of military force – is known as imperialism. 

Although it is the working class who constitute said military might, political and economic hegemony by 

the conquering nation is exercised to exclusively benefit the wealthy. While control of natural resources 

is the primary goal of such a policy, the second and third order effects are brutal, destructive, and 

deserve just as much awareness. 

1) Employing military force means slaughtering people, often times more civilians than soldiers. 

Tragic losses of life are inflicted on all sides – yet it is the innocent men, women and children 

who suffer the most vicious brunt of imperialistic conquest. 

2) The land and natural resources seized by way of massacre are exploited to the advantage of 

the empire. The indigenous people are therefore denied a basic human right – economic 

empowerment. 

3) Social tools such as racism and xenophobia are employed by the invading/occupying army 

against the indigenous people, thereby violating the humanity of the local population as well as 

that of the empire’s soldiers themselves. 

4) Thousand-pound bombs, missiles, explosives and other weapons of war inflict immeasurable 

devastation upon the environment. When nuclear, chemical and/or biological weapons are 

used, the land is uninhabitable for many years, triggering even more untold human suffering. 

5) Time, energy, intellect and treasure are wasted. Instead of using these resources to build a 

global community of peace, justice and prosperity for all of humanity – a sinister, greedy few use 

these means to further enrich and empower themselves. 

These reasons, among others, are exactly why imperialism must end. However, it won’t simply 

spell its own demise. Only people of conscience can put an end to this brutality. We must educate 

ourselves and each other, that we may recognize it when we see it. Just as well, we must develop and 

extend our support to a humane, just, peaceful system that works for the entire global community. 
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Irony and Exodus: Why I Left the U.S. Military 

 

Time goes on, and the picture becomes clearer. As an ignorant seventeen year old, even a 

blurred picture would have been preferable to the oblivion I aimlessly wallowed in. However, at this 

very moment, I am grateful for that youthful unawareness and even more thankful for the subsequent 

enlightenment. 

Several different factors contributed to my decision to join the United States military. 

Conversely, it was a very simple, ironic dichotomy that spawned my exodus from uniformed service. 

That is the disparity between socialism and capitalism. 

Public ownership of the means of production – socialism – facilitates free, universal healthcare 

and education. Other life necessities such as food and housing are largely subsidized, as well. Poverty, 

unemployment, hunger and homelessness have no place in a socialist economy. The humane nature of 

socialism is undeniably beautiful and very necessary to adopt in order for humanity to survive and 

thrive. 

On the other hand, private ownership of the means of production – capitalism – breeds greed. 

Essential resources are hoarded by the privileged few who also expropriate the wealth created by the 

working masses. Food, housing, education and healthcare are reserved only for those who can afford 

their inflated and manipulated prices. Wealth stolen from the people – via corporate tax breaks, 

privatization and wage slavery – is then used to bribe the people’s so-called elected leadership. For 

humanity to survive and thrive, capitalism must cease to exist. 

Over ten years ago, I joined the largest organization on Earth, the U.S. Department of Defense. 

Its over three million employees enjoy many of the beautiful benefits of socialism – subsidized housing 

and education, as well as free food and healthcare. American foreign policy, though, is crafted by 

warmongering members of the power elite whose focus is expanding global capitalism. Thus is the irony. 

The largest socialist organization on the planet is used to expand the very system which has pushed the 

human race to the brink of its own destruction. 
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Though had it not been for my misguided stupor as a teenager, I would not have experienced 

the many wonderful things offered by military service. I would not have visited the various places nor 

met the beautiful people I have been privileged to encounter. For these reasons, I have no regret for my 

decade in uniform, but rather a heartfelt thanks to the Most High for making it possible and bringing me 

through it. 

For the ensuing, continuing enlightenment, I am even more grateful. Although it has brought 

consistent internal conflict over these past several years, the lessons learned will remain forever. While 

the struggle of the ironic dichotomy is far from over, I am overjoyed and pleased with my new reality – I 

am no longer a member of the imperialist arm of capitalist oppression. Thank God. 
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Recognize & Reject 

“Why did one straw break the camel’s back? Here’s the secret – the million other straws underneath it.” 

– Mos Def 

 

Regarding the bloodshed of four Americans in Libya, corporate media has offered a couple of 

reasons. In its never-ending attempt to disparage Islam, they have focused on public outrage over the 

release of a video insulting Prophet Muhammad. They have also alluded to possible retaliation for the 

death of an Al-Qaeda leader. 

Stipulating to the validity of these reasons without assessing recent imperialist aggression in 

Libya, would be, and is – on the part of corporate media – irresponsible and dishonest. If these most 

recent events were among the straws on the camel’s back, we must also consider the others. 

Unlike most Americans, those directly afflicted by The Empire’s foreign policy have broad 

attention spans and good memories. The Libyan proletariat has not forgotten about the US/NATO 

bombing campaign for seven months in 2011. Tens of thousands of Libyans were slaughtered, 

thousands more were displaced, while hundreds were raped and tortured. Schools, hospitals and other 

infrastructure were destroyed. And the nation’s natural resources have since been freely exploited by 

Western profiteers. This because the Libyan Jamahiriya and its revolutionary leader posed the most 

imminent threat to global capitalism. These harsh realities are likely among those which represent the 

straws placed upon the camel’s back prior to September 11, 2012. 

This is not only the newest headline-grabbing story out of Libya. It is further evidence of the 

need for revolutionary journalism which exposes the imperialists instead of selling their storyline to the 

masses, journalism that provides readers and viewers with unfiltered information, even if it may 

displease the government and its corporate benefactors. Most importantly though, the media portrayal 

of yesterday’s events in Libya serves as a glaring reminder that The People will be better off when we, 

en masse, recognize and reject capitalist propaganda. 
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Democracy: the Farce and the Solution 

“You and I have never seen democracy. All we’ve seen is hypocrisy.”  

– Malcolm X 

 

The year is 1788. The first presidential election is underway. Over three million people reside in 

the United States. Of those three million, less than fifty thousand are eligible to vote. The overwhelming 

majority remain politically disenfranchised. This injustice helped lay the foundation of hypocrisy 

addressed by Minister Malcolm. 

Democracy is all-inclusive. It extends political power to all members of society. It does not 

require property ownership, literacy tests, felony exclusions, or any other disenfranchisement. Instead, 

democracy lays political authority at the feet of the proletariat. It is literally government of, by and for 

The People. 

More than eighty percent of Americans agreed with having a Public Option included in the new 

health insurance law. Was the Public Option included? More than seventy percent of Americans oppose 

the occupation of Afghanistan. Does the U.S. not have tens of thousands of troops stationed in the 

Graveyard of Empires? A majority of The People oppose indefinite detention of American citizens. Did 

indefinite detention not pass through Congress with overwhelming bipartisan support? One word to 

explain the glaringly hypocritical answers to such rhetorical questions – representation. Congress, 

parliament or any other legislative body given the authority to govern The People is antithetical to 

democracy. Only in the presence of The People can government by the people occur. Notwithstanding 

the corruption they are susceptible to, representatives have a long history of acting in direct opposition 

to the wishes of their constituents. 

The very concept of representation was written into another highly undemocratic instrument 

called the U.S. Constitution. This document, while heralded by most Americans, has been drafted, 

amended and ratified by a select few people. The masses have never been afforded the opportunity to 

directly weigh in on the text which they are legally obliged to obey. At best, The People have been heard  
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on the Constitution by way of our supposed representatives who are, again, by no means bound to the 

desires of The People. 

Two political parties dominate the sad excuse for democracy in the United States. Their constant 

partisan bickering amounts to nothing more than a circus-like power struggle between two nearly 

identical wings of the same capitalist class. Party members are loyal to party leaders. And party leaders 

are slaves to the ruling oligarchy. The needs of working class citizens are relegated to an afterthought, at 

best. Hardly indicative of a people-powered government. 

The concept of democracy is a truly beautiful situation. Any reasonable person would be hard 

pressed to dispute the necessity of government of The People, by The People, for The People. 

Unfortunately, at this moment, democracy is not practiced by any nation on Earth. While elements of a 

democratic system are evident in various pockets across the globe, no nation can honestly claim to be 

completely democratic. For a nation to satisfy the definition of democracy, The People – all of the 

people – living in the society must have an equal say in managing the affairs of that society. 

The solution to the fallacy of democracy rests in its definition. Working class folks – the 

proletariat – must unite, organize and mobilize in our economic and political interests if we ever want to 

experience a system of government free of dictatorship, tyranny and fascism. Free of parliaments, 

referendums and political parties. One in which power is seized by The People to forever remain in the 

hands of The People, equally. 
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The Immediate Future 

 

This time four years ago, many millions of proletarians across the nation were filled with feelings 

of renewed hopefulness. The United States was on the brink of a racial milestone and unlimited 

potential and opportunity to finally be a force for good. Our jubilation has since proven itself 

detrimental. 

In retrospect, while it was unapologetically satisfying to be a part of history, we committed a 

grave oversight. We failed to recognize the plans and actions of the ruling oligarchy. As multitudes 

flocked to support, vote for and subsequently inaugurate America’s first president of African descent, 

the capitalists were – and remain – a couple steps ahead of the proletariat. The proof rests in U.S. policy 

over the past few years. The corporate plutocracy that controls most federal level seats of power have 

cast a gloomy shadow over the populist hopes so prevalent in 2008. 

Today, disappointment and voter remorse describe the sentiments of some of President 

Obama’s once staunchest supporters. Most of us will vote for the president’s reelection behind the 

nonsensical “lesser of two evils” fallacy. Many of us will protest by voting for a third-party candidate. 

Some of us will abstain from voting altogether. Regardless of which individual route taken, there has 

been a widespread newsflash – if not awakening – alerting the masses to the reality of the ineptitude 

and corruption of the one-party system. Those individuals sitting in the seats of American political 

power are utterly beholden to the plutocracy responsible for crafting such corruption. If the Obama 

presidency has taught us nothing else, it has taught us this. And it is absolutely imperative that this 

lesson is not forgotten. 

The United States, just as other empires before her, is on the path of self-destruction. The 

difference between an Obama reelection versus a Romney presidency is the speed of said destruction. 

America’s decline is already underway. Because President Obama cannot stop it, the best he can do is 

slow the descent and cushion the impact. Although milquetoast, Democrats have some thinning 

coattails on which to ride in the way of concern for the working class. If the wishes of Obama’s 

apologists come true, then the masses may have a temporary reprieve to prepare for – if not avert – the 

looming chaos increasingly consuming the United States.  
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As Republicans – including Governor Romney – are notoriously ruthless in their class warfare, 

the record suggests a faster and more brutal degeneration of America if Romney were to occupy the 

Oval Office. In this event, matters become more urgent. The huddled masses would soon endure 

unprecedented suffering, thus ripening the conditions for much needed fundamental change. 

Whether Obama pumps the brakes or Romney smashes the gas, the empire is approaching its 

inevitable demise. How its demise affects the proletariat largely depends on how we prepare and 

implement the peaceful, just alternative to the current order of things… 
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Thanksgiving 2012 

 

Over the past few days, the Zionist regime of Israel has intensified its ingravescent assault on 

the people of Gaza with air strikes, naval rockets and artillery shells. Well over a hundred Palestinians 

have since been martyred, as hundreds more have been critically wounded. Given that most of Israel’s 

targets have been non-military sites including residential neighborhoods, schools, agricultural areas, 

mosques, and media centers – it is Palestinian civilians who bear the brunt of the onslaught.  

In combating these most recent crimes against humanity, the Palestinian resistance forces have 

admirably shown unprecedented military defense capabilities as well as an unwavering determination to 

seek justice and live in dignity. 

Several centuries ago, the indigenous people of America waged a similar struggle against a 

similar invader. As we commemorate the valiant legacy of our Native brethren this Thanksgiving, let us 

also stand in solidarity with the people of Gaza and Occupied Palestine as a whole. Claude McKay 

beautifully described the mindset of our courageous, anti-imperialist warriors… 

“Like men we’ll face the murderous, cowardly pack. Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back.” 
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